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Edito
A year of change… and opportunity. Over the last 12 months we have seen change happening at the
European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity, the European Environment Agency, Global efforts to
protect biodiversity and with how society views and appreciates biodiversity.
Stéphanie Hudin joined in March to lead the core team at the National Muséum of Natural History and
be the Deputy Manager of the ETC/BD, with Nirmala taking on new, additional, responsibilities at
MNHN as Director of Expertise. At the Agency, Ronan Uhel took up the post of Scientific Adviser to the
Executive Director, with Riyong Kim coming in as Head of Programme in October last year. Earlier this
year Beate Werner stepped down as Head of Group on Biodiversity and Nature and I took over.
Within the Agency we have been working on restructuring the work we do on biodiversity. This is
ongoing and involves merging the land and sea perspectives, aligning our work to the strategies of the
Agency and the key policy targets and overarching biodiversity questions. We are working
collaboratively within the Programme and the Agency as a whole, as biodiversity is at its essence
connected to wider environmental issues. This process is being led by the team and will help us
develop an ambitious work plan for the coming years. We are also recruiting a number of staff this
year, with a series of posts having been advertised, being advertised and more to come in the near
future.
At the global level the ongoing pandemic necessitated further changes to the timing, and content, of
the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. The “super year” for biodiversity that was 2020, was
extended into 2021 and looks increasingly likely to be rescheduled to 2022.
This has led to biodiversity being a consistent topic for conversation at national and global policy levels
for the last few years. Clear examples of this have been the increasing recognition and realisation of
the essential role biodiversity has in our human health – no more so than during a pandemic with
associated lockdowns which has restricted our movement and made society revaluate its impact on
itself via environmental destructive activities. Pollinators have increased in recognition at the policy
and public level with the commission launching a round of consultations on the EU pollinator Initiative
in the second half of this year.

The EU Biodiversity Strategy is over one year old and has acted as a focus for activities related to
protection and restoration. It has also reinforced the essential aspect of biodiversity across the
European Green Deal. We can see this in the increasing alignment in the discussions of climate change
and biodiversity rather than climate change, and biodiversity.
Brian Mc Sharry, Head of Group Biodiversity and Nature, European Environment Agency (EEA)
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Stéphanie Hudin is the newly assigned ETC/BD Core team Deputy
Manager in the National Muséum of Natural History in Paris, France.
With a background in Mediterranean wetland conservation ecology, she
gained work experience in the European Commission before being
involved in practitioners network management, locally and at French
national-level. Dealing with varied subjects such as wetlands restoration
and monitoring, invasive alien species, Nature based Solutions and the
mobility of rivers, she managed a team of scientific officers helping the
practitioners in their ever-evolving daily work to match larger objectives.
Developing the interface between research and conservation, she also
initiated links between Water Framework Directives monitoring and
Habitats Directives reporting through the work on wetlands’ ecological functions monitoring.

Nature Directives
Reporting under the Nature Directives
The review into the 2013 - 2018 Nature Reporting
under Articles 12 & 17 is underway with progress
being made in 2021 on revising the reporting
formats. Member States had the opportunity to
provide feedback on the reporting process in late
2019 where comments were received on
everything to do with the tools and guidance
provided for reporting to completing the formats
themselves. The comments were processed by the
ETC/BD and an annotated list of changes presented
at the Expert Group on reporting on March 23rd.
Further comments were received from Member
States by the end of April which has allowed the
progress of a first version of the reporting format
for the period 2019 - 2024. This will be presented
at an ad-hoc Expert Group on Reporting on June
29th. Work will progress throughout 2021 with the
revision of the guidelines and specific topics that
are being reviewed in more depth (i.e. reporting of
population units, revision of the pressures &
threats and conservation measures sections).
In order to exploit the information on status and
trends of habitats and species collected via the
nature reporting, the ETC/BD is finalising the
work on ecological grouping. This work will result
in identifying the groups of habitats and species
related to main biodiversity drivers and/or
linked to policies impacting the EU’s biodiversity.
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Focus on the new member of the ETC/BD Core team

The draft version of this ecological grouping of
habitats and species was already exploited
during preparation of EEA’s 2020 State of Nature
report. The current work consists of resolving the
problematic cases and completing the equivalent
grouping for birds.
Conservation status of grasslands (natural,
partially and fully dependent on agricultural
management)

Biogeographical seminars
The 3rd Mediterranean Seminar was hosted by the
region of Calabria, in Italy, and was entirely held on
line. Four main topics were addressed: restoration,
conservation objectives and monitoring of measures
efficacy, land abandonment and capacity building to
Natura 2000 managers.
ETC/BD participated in the seminar, introducing
results from the latest Article 17 reporting round on
the conservation status of the habitats and species
in the Mediterranean region during the first plenary
session and presenting restoration priorities for this
region during the thematic session on the
restoration agenda.
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Article 17 results were presented for habitats
and species at Biogeographical, Member State
levels and for habitats and species groups as well
as the main pressures reported for each group
and the information reported on conservation
measures.
Further, ETC/BD contributed to the thematic
session on defining and coordinating the
restoration agenda in the Mediterranean region.
The restoration presentation by ETC/BD
highlighted the need to align the restoration
efforts with the objectives of the EU Biodiversity
Strategy for 2030, in particular with the
objective to reach by 2030 no further
deterioration of conservation status and strong
positive trends for 30 % of those habitats and
species which are now unfavourable. As such
the most threatened habitats and species are
to be of priority concern for restoration. The
ETC/BD further stressed the need for good
knowledge and good quality monitoring data
which are essential for establishing the
conservation objectives.
Some further propositions were made for the
Mediterranean restoration agenda: prioritise
the most typical Mediterranean habitats and
species and establish synergies with other
objectives of the Biodiversity Strategy, in
particular area improvement of Annex I carbonrich habitats.

Syros, Greece (Photo by Yannis C.)

SEBI indicators
A new version of the SEBI 001 (CSI 050) indicator on
“Abundance and distribution of selected species
in Europe” was recently published by the EEA,
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using the most recent data on Common bird
species and grassland butterflies. Indeed, both
birds and butterflies species groups are
particularly sensitive to environmental changes,
and looking at the evolution of their populations
can reflect changes in ecosystems and therefore
serve as barometers of the health of the
environment, as well as to help measure
progress towards EU biodiversity targets.
Moreover, the status of birds and butterflies has
been the subject of extensive long-term
monitoring in Europe and is an iconic example of
the power of citizen science.

This last update reveals a major decline in
biodiversity in Europe since 1990, knowing that
significant decreases had also occurred before
this date and that climate change and the
increasing competition for land for production of
renewable energy and biofuels will probably
have adverse effects on the recovery of those
populations. The decline in common farmland
birds indeed reached 27 % while grassland
butterfly declined by 25 %. The intensification of
farming led to the loss, fragmentation and
degradation of many natural and semi-natural
ecosystems, in particular through the removal of
hedgerows and tree lines, resulting in the loss of
bird nesting sites and food sources. Moreover,
agricultural intensification requires high inputs of
agrochemicals, including pesticides, which can
dramatically reduce insect populations and
consequently reduce food source for birds.
Conversely, changes in rural land use and
abandonment of grasslands induced the loss of
species-rich semi-natural habitats, especially
crucial for insects. The increased light pollution
due to urban sprawl is another major driver of
insect decline. Measures set out in the Birds and
Habitats Directives, the Water Framework
Directive or even the common agricultural policy
(CAP) should aim to help populations recover at
national and European levels, but achieving the
wide and effective deployment of conservation
measures remains a huge challenge.
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SEBI 001 indicator assessment:

Saxicola rubetra
(Saxifraga, J. van der Straaten)

https://www.eea.europa.e
u/data-andmaps/indicators/abundan
ce-and-distribution-ofselected-species9/assessment

Ecosystem Assessments
Mapping and Assessment of Ecosystems and
their Services (MAES)
The Joint Research Centre (JRC) published in
May 2021 the Summary for Policy Makers of the
EU Ecosystem Assessment, released on October
21st during the 2020 Biodiversity Green Week.
This Science for Policy report aims to provide
evidence-based scientific support to the
European policymaking process, through in
particular 10 Key messages and insights on
restoring ecosystems in Europe. It reminds that
this assessment brings together for the first time
EU wide and commonly agreed data sets, that
can be used to assess the state and trends of
ecosystems and their services as well as the
pressures and their trends they are exposed to.
Knowledge about ecosystem condition, the
factors that improve or decline that condition
and their impacts on ecosystem services,
through the understanding of the benefits they
deliver to people, is key to effective
management, decision-making and policy
design. Such an understanding helps target
actions for conservation or restoration, and
more broadly for sustainable use of nature.
This summary should make policy makers
understand that ensuring ecosystems to reach
or remain in good condition is a key requirement
to secure the sustainability of human activities
and human well-being in the future, and that
this applies to all ecosystems. Indeed, the
most natural ecosystems such as marine
and freshwater ecosystems, coastal and inland
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wetlands, heathlands or forest ecosystems, host
most of Europe's biodiversity and strongly
contribute to the well-being of people through
many ecosystem services. But human-dominated
ecosystems, such as farmlands or urban green
spaces, are also important providers of
provisioning, regulating and cultural ecosystem
services and can host remarkable levels of
biodiversity. These ecosystems should not be
ignored when considering solutions to bend the
curve of biodiversity loss.
MAES Summary for policymakers:
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/
handle/JRC123783
EU ecosystems and their services on BISE:
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/ecosystems

Support to the EU Pollinators Initiative
The Commission published on 27 May 2021 a
report on the implementation of the first-ever
EU Pollinators Initiative, which was adopted in
2018 to address the decline of wild pollinating
insects. This report shows that the initiative
remains a useful policy tool that allows the EU
institutions, EU Member States and stakeholders
to tackle the decline of pollinators, and that
more than thirty actions had been implemented
by the end of 2020 across the three priority areas
initially defined: 1. improving knowledge of
pollinator decline; 2. tackling the causes of
pollinator decline; 3. engaging the public and
promoting cooperation to halt the decline.
The report published by the European
Environment Agency and the European Topic
Centre on Biological Diversity In June 2020 on
assessing the importance for pollinators of
habitat types protected under the Habitats
Directive (Annex I), is explicitly mentioned as an
important contribution to the first priority area
on improving knowledge of pollinator decline.
Indeed, this work made it possible to assess
the conservation status of the most important
protected habitats for pollinators, based on
4

reporting data by Member States and the latest
EEA State of Nature report, showing that the
status of pollinators is a cause for serious
concern. Further work on improving the
compilation of typical plant species of the
selected Annex I habitats is currently undertaken
by the ETC/BD, in order to refine the ranking of
important habitats for pollinating insects. In
addition, ETC/BD is also preparing a declination
of the future I.19 CAP Indicator “enhanced
biodiversity protection”, that will show the
percentage of pollinators species of Community
interest related to agriculture with stable or
increasing Conservation trends.
But efforts still need to be stepped up to
address, in particular, the loss of habitats in
farming landscapes, and the impacts of
pesticides. The EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030,
the EU Farm to Fork Strategy and the EU Zero
Pollution Action Plan set specific objectives to
address this, such as expanding protected areas
and restoring ecosystems, promoting organic
agriculture, restoring high-diversity landscape
features on farmland, and significantly reducing
the use of pesticides and other environmental
pollutants harmful to pollinators. The new EU
strategy on adaptation to climate change and
strengthened ambition on climate neutrality, for
its part, will help mitigate impacts of climate
change on pollinators.
EU Pollinators initiative:
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conser
vation/species/pollinators/policy_en.htm
Progress in the implementation of the EU Pollinators
Initiative:
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legalcontent/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021DC0261
2020 report on important Annex I habitat types
for pollinating insects:
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etcbd/products/etc-bd-reports/etc-bd-technicalpaper-1-2020-report-for-a-list-of-annex-ihabitat-types-important-for-pollinators
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Support to the restoration agenda
While the European Commission is finalising the
Impact assessment of the future Nature
Restoration Law, previously called Legally binding
instrument for ecosystem restoration, and in line
with the beginning of the UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, the ETC/BD has revised the orientation
of its monthly digests toward “nature and
ecosystem restoration” as a key topic. Those
digests have the intention to present topic-related
insights, positions, developments and scientific
publications produced by a wide variety of actors
and at different levels (International, Europe, MS).
The first editions of this monthly digest have
already reviewed the reference scientific
publications on definition and principles for
ecosystem restoration together with the main
position papers on the recent proposal for an EU
Restoration plan, presented a selection of strategic
and technical publications and guidelines for both
large-scale and specific Ecosystem restoration, and
proposed a synthesis on European and
international perspectives related to finance and
investment opportunities in the context of
ecosystem restoration. The last one published gave
an overview of the outcomes of some single
research projects on ecosystem restoration
(dissemination, local implementation, etc.), as well
as a selection of practice-oriented initiatives and
platforms that contribute to disseminate
knowledge and facilitate capacity building and
knowledge-sharing on restoration and naturebased solutions activities.
All monthly digests available:
https://forum.eionet.europa.eu/etc-bd-consortium/library/etcbd-2019-2021/etc-bd-2021-agreement/1.2.2.1-support-legallybinding-restoration-instrument
For non-EIONET users, please email: etc.biodiversity@mnhn.fr)
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EUNIS
EUNIS habitats
An online workshop was held on March 23rd to
look specifically at the revision of EUNIS inland
water habitats. The aim of the workshop was to
gather experts covering as many areas of
freshwater ecology as possible to further
discuss the structure of standing and running
waters at EUNIS levels 3 and 4, to provide
advice and expertise on a regional level, to
bring expertise from both the Habitats and
Water Framework Directives and also expertise
on biological communities, to describe inland
water habitats. 18 experts from 12 countries
and 16 different universities and national
environmental agencies around Europe
attended the 1-day event. Consortium partner
WENR led the discussion on running waters and
ETC/ICM led on the standing waters. The
workshop allows for the progression of this
EUNIS habitat group which is due to be
finalised in 2021.
The revised EUNIS marine habitat group, first
published online in 2019, has now been
updated to include crosswalks to both the
Habitats Directive Annex I habitats and the
European Red List of Habitats. The updated
crosswalks can be found here. The review of
the marine habitat group began in 2014 and is
structured into marine benthic habitats, marine
pelagic and marine ice associated habitats,
each group having a separate classification
structure.

News from EEA and EIONET
Following the adoption of the EEA and Eionet
strategy 2021-2030, EEA has launched a
thorough modernisation process of the Eionet.
This includes work on Eionet core dataflows,
restructuration of NRCs and much more, all held
online as the COVID crisis still restricts travelling.

ETC/BD Newsletter – July 2021

Of course, the current Eionet structure is still
active in the mean time, and ETC/BD will
support EEA in organising several webinars in
the 2nd semester for the Biodiversity NRCs,
until in-person meetings can resume.

News from our partners
Ecologic
EU survey to explore national designation
and management approaches of protected
areas to support the TENN.
The diversity of the European nature is under
continuous
decline,
threatening
the
persistence of many species and their habitats
as well as the provision of vital ecosystem
services. Protecting Europe's remaining nature
therefore is one of the central elements of the
new EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030. Its
dedicated targets require EU Member States
to increase and strengthen the protected area
coverage by 30 % on land and sea and
connectivity of the natural European land- and
seascape as part of a true Trans-European
Nature Network (TENN).
Against this background, the Ecologic Institute
together with other ETC/BD partners supports
the European Environmental Agency to reach
out to selected EU Member States via a
targeted survey to explore the individual
national approaches as well as current
challenges and successes in the designation
and management of protected areas.
Furthermore, the survey intends to collect
best practice examples and specific needs of
the countries or single regions to be addressed
by the EU in support and accompanying
guidance for a successful implementation of
the conservation targets until 2030 and
beyond. Final results will be available in
autumn 2021.
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MNHN
The Museum has just published its 4th manifesto:
“Facing the limits”. Through this short essay
reflecting insights from a panel of scientists, the
institution seeks to enlight the public debate on
how to address the environmental crisis. Published
both in French and in English, it follows “What
future without nature?“ (2017), “Migrations”
(2018) and “Humans and other animals” (2019). A
fifth one is already in preparation.

Publications
ETC/BD Technical Papers and Working papers
The ETC/BD and its predecessors have produced
many reports over the past 25 years. A selection
of these reports is now available on our website
in the ETC/BD Technical papers and Working
papers section.

More information available here:
https://www.mnhn.fr/fr/explorez/actualites/ma
nifeste-museum-face-limites

ETC/BD reports are also coming to Zenodo, the
open-access European repository, in a dedicated
community curated by EEA: the European Topic
Centre knowledge hub.

WENR

Other news

Joined efforts to increase synergy between
Natura 2000 and WFD assessment, monitoring
and management of Natura Freshwater
Habitats.

6th edition of the European Natura 2000 Award

Mapping of sturgeon habitats in the Mura and Sava rivers

Following-on from a cross-regional workshop in
Hungary in 2017, concerted efforts have been
made to develop a network of freshwater
habitats specialists across EU Member States to
help tackle key generic issues associated with
Natura 2000 freshwater habitats and find ways
to increase synergy between Natura 2000 and
WFD monitoring and management. This online
November 2020 workshop, hosted by ISPRA
(Italy) and supported by the Biogeographical
Process, allowed 45 freshwater specialists to
develop a roadmap for technical collaboration
on ecological rationale and effective management
processes for the achievement of favourable
conservation status of freshwater habitats listed
in the Habitats Directive.
Presentations from the event and the event
report can be found here.
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The European Commission launched the 6th
edition of the European Natura 2000 Award to
honour leading nature conservation achievements
connected to Europe’s Natura 2000 network of
protected areas.
Anyone whose activities relate directly to a
Natura 2000 site (businesses, authorities, NGOs,
volunteers, landowners, educational institutions
or individuals) can apply until September 30.

More information available here:
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/nat
ura2000/awards/information-forapplicants/index_en.htm
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The current European Topic Centre on Biological Diversity (ETC/BD) is a partnership of 11 organisations led by the Muséum
national d’Histoire naturelle (MNHN) under a framework contract with the European Environment Agency (EEA)
which runs from January 2019 until the end of 2021.
MNHN Ecologic ILE-SAS JNCC NATURALIS NCA-CR S4E SLU UBA URJC WENR

Beech woodland of Normandie, France (Photo by P. Leclercq)

This newsletter is produced twice a year.
If you have any contribution for the next issue of this newsletter, please forward to Muriel Vincent
(muriel.vincent@mnhn.fr)
Visit our website at:
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/etcs/etc-bd
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